Myrescough & Bilsborrow Parish Council.
Internal Audit Report





         Summer 2023.
Introduction.

All of the required documents and information to enable the audit to be completed was submitted in the early part of June, which provided ample time to take a reasonable overview of all Financial Matters. Obviously the Council have undergone some turmoil over the past    2 years with the retirement of Mr Bassnett but has recovered to an acceptable standard as presented by the new Clerk of Council Mrs L Bolton.
All information was presented as usual in a very professional way with every aspect needed for the audit available for examination. In this 20th year, the Internal Audit was reasonably routine with the minutes and the statements of accounts providing me with a logical approach to both checking and confirming all transactions as well as good practise in line with the Lancashire Council Regulations.
As is usual, with both the Parish Council itself and the integration of the War Memorial affairs, the obvious practice of good Team Working between the members of the Council has been apparent once again throughout the year.
Scope.

The financial year of 2022 – 2023 has been examined with unconditional access being allowed to all necessary information of the accounts, minutes and receipts etc.. All details have been forthcoming and the accounts are kept in line with the guidelines issued by the Local Councils of England & Wales.
Summary of the Audit.

Using the minutes as a starting point all the transactions have been reviewed for accuracy. 
The year started by receiving the precept (£17,500) in January, with accounts being presented to council for both authorisation & signature.
Reconciliation of the cash flow and funds at each of the council meetings provided visibility and confidence that the procedures are being adhered to. All future payments were presented and passed by the council in good time whilst keeping the committee in touch with all receipts of funds. It was noted however that incoming receipt of payments made to council were not highlighted in the minutes.
In addition it was noticed that the council were not always made aware of all payments by way of the minutes:

                             Eg: £858.10 Chq: 200248   &   £261.73 Chq: 200247

There was no written evidence of a revision of a suitable and sufficient Risk Assessment for the following year which is in line with the County Council Regulations and has been very visible in previous years.

A review of the budgets for this coming year have been undertaken and approved by Council:


Lengthsman: An increase of £1.00 per hour on last year’s rate:

            Clerk to Council:  Agreed salary to be reviewed following a probationary period.


Precept: A proposal increase of 3% followed by an agreement for Option 2 @ 6%

                          (£19,000) 

Finally, there was no reference to the payments made to Clerk to Council to offset personal tax payments and no evidence of any payed VAT being reclaimed by the Council. 
Conclusion.
Financial Matters have once again proved to be very sound in deed, obviously managed very well by the Chairman, the Clerk(s) and the Team as a whole.  I have found the process of completing the audit straight forward with all of the information provided. 
The audit has been completed successfully. I have witnessed an acceptable standard of fund management and recording. This opinion is amplified with having a final figure of a healthy (£21,029.97)  investment account assuring Council of a sound financial future.

I believe that the principles and values in which the Council are meant to adhere to, have been firmly sustained once again. The continuing level of detail and accuracy is a credit to the overall Team. 

I therefore once again, have no hesitation in submitting these accounts for any further examination.








Cliff Sharp.    

                        







22nd June 2023.
WAR MEMORIAL ACCOUNTS. 2022-23:
Introduction:

The accounts for the War Memorial have been overviewed and audited in parallel with the main accounts of the Council.
Scope:

From the minutes of the Council meetings, and the simple accounting methods, the incomes and expenditures have been reviewed in line the duties of the Clerk to Council. Dip checks on the transactions have been checked up to March 2023 and found to be without error. 
Summary of Audit:

All submissions, expenditures, receipts and payments have been accounted for throughout the year. The Council as with the normal meeting have been kept informed of every transaction during the accounting year. 
Conclusions:

I believe the established way of working from previous years has been maintained by the Chairman and the Council Members of Myrescough & Bilsborrow Parish Council. The audit of accounts has proved to be very accurate together with the utmost integrity with regard to reporting with the overall reconciliation of the account itself ending up in a healthy position (£2579.70) for the end of the financial year.

 Due to this, Members of the Council should have confidence in the work they do on behalf of the community
Having completed this annual review, I have no hesitation in recommending these accounts to the War Memorial Committee for further scrutiny and examination.







Cliff Sharp.          22nd June 2023.

                                                                                       Internal Auditor

                                                                                                        Myrescough & Bilsborrow Council.
